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-Jackson Petch. ‘the importance of being autonomous”. Mediations vs.\-v (Fall v-yv-

Spring v-\Y) VFr-10A

\.Theodor W. Adorno, “Letters to Walter Benjamin,” in Aesthetics and Politics, trans. Harry Zohn (London:
Verso, avy) yy.

v. In Marx’s Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 14¥fin The Marx-Engels Reader Second Edition, edited
by Robert Tucker (New York: Norton, yavA), Marx had already outlined “production and consumption”

to be “the movement” of private property (As). And Marx listed “art” among several “particular modes

of production” that “fall under its general law” (As). Art therefore is inseparable from the domain of

private property, its modes of production, and thus the social relations which exist and result from
capitalist modes of production.
v. Fredric Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity,” in The Cultural Turn: Selected Writings

on the Postmodern: )44r-1944 (London: Verso, 1aaA) 1\).

¥. Nicholas Brown, “The Work of Art in the Age of Its Real Subsumption under Capital,” nonsite.org.

a. Brown, “The Work of Art.”

#. Fredric Jameson, “Postmodernism and the Consumer Society,” in The Cultural Turn: Selected Writings on
the Postmodern, 144r-)494 (London: Verso, YaaA) 5.

v. Jameson, “Postmodernism and the Consumer Society” s-v.

A. Leon Trotsky, Literature and Revolution, ed. William Keach (Chicago: Haymarket, v--5) \¥¥.

4. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” v\\, and Postmodernism, or, The Cultural Logic
of Late Capitalism (Durham: Duke UP, yaay) ¥.

\-. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” 1. -.

). Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” 11».

\v. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” 11».

yv. Karl Beckson, London in the 144-s: A Cultural History (New York: Norton, yaay) yy-vy.

v¥. Walter Pater, The Renaissance (Oxford: Oxford UP, yaAs) vox.

vo. Aside from Wilde, some poets influenced by Pater and Pater’s aesthetic criticism were Arthur Symons,
“Michael Field” (Katherine Bradley and Edith Cooper), W.B. Yeats, and Ernest Dowson.
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v#. Beckson, London in the 144.s ¥.

yv. Gyorgii Plekhanov, “On Art for Art’s Sake,” in Marxism and Art: Writings in Aesthetics and Criticism, eds.
Berel Lang and Forrest Williams (New York: Longman, avy) a\.

\A. Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, trans. Constance Farrington (New York: Grove, yasy) vA.

ya. Oscar Wilde, “The Soul of Man under Socialism,” in The Artist as Critic: Critical Writings of Oscar Wilde,
ed. Richard Ellmann (Chicago: U Chicago P, yvasA) vos.

v-. Wilde, “The Soul of Man under Socialism” ysA.

v). Marion Thain, “Poetry,” in The Cambridge Companion to the Fin de Siécle, ed. Gail Marshall (Cambridge:
Cambridge UP, v--v) vva.

vy. Thain, “Poetry” yva.

vv. Theodor W. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory, eds. Gretel Adorno and Rolf Tiedemann, trans. Robert Hullot-Kentor
(Minneapolis: U Minnesota P, yaay) vva-vs.

vf. Oscar Wilde, “The Decay of Lying” in The Artist as Critic: Critical Writings of Oscar Wilde, ed. Richard
Ellmann (Chicago: U Chicago P, yasA) va.

vo. Herbert Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension: Toward a Critique of Marxist Aesthetics (Boston: Beacon, YavA) fa.
v#. Jameson, “Postmodernism and Consumer Society” \a.

vv. Herbert Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man (Boston: Beacon, yas¥) #\.

vA. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory Yo-.

va. Roberto Schwarz, “The Relevance of Brecht: High Points and Low,” trans. Emilio Sauri. Mediations v¥:\
(y--v)o¥y.

v.. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” y\v.

1. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” y\v.

vv. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” y\v.

vv. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” y\v.

. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” y\v.

vo. Pater, The Renaissance \o\.

vs. Pater, The Renaissance \ov.

vv. Pater, The Renaissance \oY, and Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” vyv.Adorno,
vA. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory v¥o.

va. It is perhaps important to consider the Kantian notion of the Sublime, and Terry Eagleton gives an apt

definition of the Kantian Sublime and its relation to the subject in his Ideology of the Aesthetic (Malden:
Blackwell, vaa-), which bears great resemblance to Adorno’s “shudder”: “The sublime...decentres the

subject into an awesome awareness of its finitude” (a-).

t.. Eagleton, The Ideology of the Aesthetic av.

). Henri Lefebvre’s theorization of space is useful in this regard. Indeed, in his work The Production of Space,
translated by Donald Nicholson-Smith (Malden: Blackwell, yaA¥, vaay), Lefebvre speaks of “fetishized
abstract space” creating “‘users’ who cannot recognize themselves within it” (av), which, I would argue,
relates to the subject’s inability to differentiate between the commodity form and the art form within

the city space itself. If Lefebvre is correct that a “cultured art-lover looking at a painting” experiences
what he/she experiences “on the plane of (pictural) space,” then the very notion of “space” itself becomes
crucial ()¥). Jameson, of course, famously theorized the postmodern, and historicized the transition
from modernism to postmodernism, in terms of “spatialization” (Postmodernism \o¥). Moreover, Jameson
refers to the “new space that...involves the suppression of distance...and the relentless saturation of any
remaining voids and empty places” and cites Lefebvre’s notion of “abstract space” in relation to this “new
space” or the “spatial peculiarities of postmodernism” (Postmodernism f1v).

tv. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension \A.

rv. Fredric Jameson, Jameson on Jameson: Conversations on Cultural Marxism, ed. lan Buchanan (Durham:
Duke UP, v..v) v¥.

¥¥. Walter Benjamin, On Some Motifs in Baudelaire,” in Illuminations, ed. Hannah Arendt (New York:
Schocken, 1asA) V5.

to. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory v¥f-¥o. Adorno’s emphasis on “important works” (v¥¥) is perhaps another

reason why the “shudder” can no longer take effect. For we have rightly come to see that categorizations
such as “important” are problematic. However, the attempt at leveling elitist claims to culture has not

bypassed the dialectic of Adorno’s “important works” versus the “culture industry.” Indeed, there is a
certain tendency to fetishize popular culture within the realm of cultural studies which can become

just as problematic. This dialectic perhaps needs to be reevaluated and revisited as well as the dialectic
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of art’s autonomy.
t#. Benjamin, “On Some Motifs in Baudelaire” ysv.

¥v. Jameson, Jameson on Jameson Y¥.

¥A. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension \-.

¥a. Karl Marx, The Grundrisse, in The Marx-Engels Reader, Second Edition, ed. Robert C. Tucker (New York:

Norton, \avA) yv-..

o-. Jameson, Postmodernism 4, \\.

o). Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man A.

oy. Jameson, Postmodernism ¥.

ov. Georg Lukdacs, History and Class Consciousness: Studies in Marxist Dialectics, trans. Rodney Livingstone

(Cambridge: MIT P, yavy) Av.

o¥. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension ix.

ob. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension Xi.

o5. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension A.

ov. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory v¥y.

oA. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension \A.

. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension )A.

5.. Pater, The Renaissance \ov.

#\. Pater, The Renaissance \ov.

$v. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension YA.

#¥. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension ¥.

s¥. Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension ¥-a.

so. Pater, The Renaissance Xxix.

s5. Pater, The Renaissance Xxix.

#v. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory yyA.

sA. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory yyA.

#a. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory yya

v-. Adorno, Aesthetic Theory vya.

V). Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” y\v.

vv. Jameson, “Transformations of the Image in Postmodernity” yv¥.

v¥. Theodor W. Adorno, “Commitment,” in Notes to Literature, Volume Two, ed. Rolf Tiedemann, trans. Shierry

Weber Nicholsen (New York: Columbia UP, vav¥) A..

v¥. Brown, “The Work of Art.”

voa. Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man 5.

vs. Brown, “The Work of Art.”

vv. Bill Martin, Ethical Marxism: The Categorical Imperative of Liberation (Chicago: Open Court, ¥--A) ¥vy.

vA. Martin, Ethical Marxism yvy.

va. Nicholas Brown makes a similar claim when he states, “Under contemporary conditions, the assertion
of aesthetic autonomy is, in itself, a political claim. (A minimal one to be sure)” (“The Work of Art”)
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