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Jessop, Bob (2015):’The Central Bank of Symbolic Capital: Bourdieu’s On the
State’ in: Radical Philosophy, issue 193 (Sept-Oct), 33-41.

*Pierre Bourdieu, On the State. Lectures at the Collége de France, 1989-1992, eds. Patrick Champagne, Remi
Lenoir, Franck Poupeau, Marie-Christine Riviére, trans. David Fernbach, Polity, Cambridge, 2014. Xii + 449pp.
ISBN: 978 0 04566 329 6. First published in French in 2012. Subsequent references given as page numbers in the
parentheses.

1 - See Collége de France, ‘Quelques données sur son histoire et son caractére propre’ (2010). Available at
http://annuaire-cdf.revues.org/126, 5-21. Collége de France, ‘A unique institution’ (2015). Available at
http://www.college-de-france.fr/site/en-institution/index.htm John Delaunay, ‘The Collége de France’, in The
Catholic Encyclopedia, Robert Appleton Company, New York, 1908. Available at
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04113a.htm

2- On the distinctions between erudite, mondain, and universitaire chairholders at the Collége de France, see Terry
N. Clark, Prophets and Patrons: The French University and the Emergence of Social Sciences, Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, 1973, pp 52-54.

3 - See Michel Foucault, Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the Collége de France, 1977-1978, trans.
Graham Burchell, Palgrave, Basingstoke, 2007; The Birth of Biopolitics: Lectures at the Collége de France, 1978—
1979, trans. Graham Burchell, Palgrave, Basingstoke, 2008.

4 - On this distinction, see Karl Marx, Afterword to the second German edition (1873), in Capital, Volume I, trans.
Samuel Moore and Edward Aveling, Lawrence & Wishart, London, 1967, p. 14; and 1857 Introduction’, in
Grundrisse: Outlines of the Critique of Political Economy, trans. Martin Nicolaus, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1993,
81-111.

5. Constitution
6. juridical field

7 - Pierre Bourdieu, ‘Annual Course Report’ (1988). Available at http://www.college-de-france.fr/media/pierre-
bourdieu/UPL8528294815781443074_AN_88_bourdieu.pdf

8 - Pierre Bourdieu, ‘Annual Course Report’ (1989). Available at http://www.college-de-france.fr/media/pierre-
bourdieu/UPL167139494397622522_AN_89 bourdieu.pdf

9 - Reflexive

10 - For an overview of Bourdieu’s work on the state, see Rémi Lenoir, ‘Bourdieu et ’état’, Savoir/Agir 19 (2012),
117-26; for a comprehensive bibliography of his work on the state, see Gilbert Quélennec, ‘Publications de Pierre
Bourdieu sur 1’état’ (2012). Available at http://pierrebourdieuunhommage.blogspot.co.uk/2012/12/publications-de-
pierre-bourdieu_15.html

11 - Pierre Bourdieu, ‘From the King's house to the reason of state: A model of the genesis of the bureaucratic field’,
Constellations 11.1 (2004), 16-36 at p. 34. Also in Loic Wacquant, Pierre Bourdieu and Democratic Politics, Polity,
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Cambridge, 29-54. This text also includes Bourdieu’s ‘The mystery of ministry: from particular wills to the general
will [2001], trans. Richard Nice and Loic Wacquant, 55-63.

12 _ grands ecoles

13 - Pierre Bourdieu, Homo Academicus, trans. Peter Collier, Polity, Cambridge, 1988; The State Nobility: Elite
Schools in the Field of Power, trans. Lauretta C. Clough, Polity, Cambridge, 1996.
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15 - res publica

16 - public good

17~ public goods

18 -raison d’état

19 - See also Bourdieu, ‘From the King's house to the reason of state’, 16-36.

20 - See Bourdieu, ‘The mystery of ministry’.

2L - Philip Abrams

22 - Philip Abrams, ‘Notes on the difficulties of studying the state’, Journal of Historical Sociology 1.1 (1988), 59-
89.

23 - V.1, Lenin, The State and Revolution [1917], in Collected Works, volume 35, Progress Publishers, Moscow,
1972, 381-492.

24 - Abrams, ‘Notes on the difficulties of studying the state’, 82 and passim.
% - public office

% Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, trans. Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith,
Lawrence & Wishart, London, 1971: 273.

27 - dispositif
2 _ deus absconditus

2 - Bourdieu, ‘The mystery of ministry’ (endnote 9), is an insightful discussion of this problem in terms of the
disempowerment of mechanical aggregation in secret ballots, the challenges of sustaining participation and dialogue
in a Durkheimian guild socialism, and the disenfranchisement produced through delegation to a ‘representative’
individual or body that makes decisions on behalf of voters. On mystery and ministry in the present text, see also
(34), on organized fiduciaries (36-37), on prosopopoeia (45-48), on Commissions (61-2), and the role of the
bureaucratic state as the monopolist of meta-capital, able to stipulate the right balance among different types of
capital in the national or public interest (366-70).

%0 - performativity
3L - stylized

32 . Abrams, ‘Notes on the difficulties of studying the state’: 82.

Problematicaa.com



15

33 - One could compare here, as Bourdieu does not, the genealogical approach of Foucault, which also aims to
denaturalize the taken-for-granted by exploring its origins.

3 - governmentality
35 - Foucault, Security, Territory, Population, 144-45.
% - Ibid., p. 315; cf. ibid. 324-5, 376-8.

37 - Mary Pickering, Auguste Comte: An Intellectual Biography, Volume 1, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge,
1993, 485-6.

38 - For many other examples, see Jeannine Verdés-Leroux, Deconstructing Pierre Bourdieu: Against Sociological
Terrorism from the Left, Algora, New York, 2001.

39 - Philip Corrigan
40 - Derek Sayer
41 - Helmut Willke

42 _ Helmut Willke, Supervision des Staates, Suhrkamp, Frankfurt, 1997; cf. Bourdieu on the state’s metaperspectival
ability to take a viewpoint on viewpoints (28).

43 - See Bob Jessop, State Power: A Strategic-Relational Approach, Polity, Cambridge, 2007.

% _ Pierre Bourdieu, ‘Le sociologue devant I’Etat’ (1982), Lecture at the Association des Sociologues de Langue
Francaise, 27 September-1 October. Reprinted in part, but excluding the passages cited here, in L'Humanité, 23

January 2012. http://www.humanite.fr/culture/le-sociologue-devant-1’etat-488311. The passages cited are in the
editors’ ‘Position of the lectures on the state in Pierre Bourdieu’s work’ (380-1).

4> _ Cf. Nicos Poulantzas, Political Power and Social Classes, New Left Books, London, 1973; and State, Power,
Socialism, trans. Patrick Camiller, Verso, London, 1978; Jessop, State Power.

46 - Bourdieu, ‘Mystery and ministry’, passim; ‘Political representation: elements for a theory of the political field’
[1980], in Pierre Bourdieu, ed., Language and Symbolic Power, trans: Gino Raymond and Matthew Adamson,
Polity, Cambridge, 220-8. Note that the political field is different from the bureaucratic field, the juridical field, and
the parliamentary field.

47 - Andrew Dunsire
48 - Andrew Dunsire, ‘Holistic governance’, Public Policy and Administration 5.4 (1990), 4-19.
49 . George Steinmetz

50 George Steinmetz, ‘On Bourdieu, Sur I’Etat: field theory and the state, colonies, and empires’, Sociologica 3.1
(2014), 1-13.

51 _ Bertrand Badie
52 _ Pierre Birnbaum

53 _Bertrand Badie and Pierre Birnbaum, Sociology of the State, trans. Arthur Goldhammer, University of Chicago
Press, Chicago, 1983; Pierre Bourdieu, Rethinking the state: genesis and structure of the bureaucratic field,
Saciological Theory, 1994, 12 (1), 1-18.

5 - polity-politics-policy
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